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‘The Lusitania
The Lustania was a huge ocean iner She made her maiden voyage
from Liverpool to New York in 1907. The fastestiner n the Cunard
flee,she was icknamed ‘the greyhound of the sea

On the 1% of May 1915, the Lusitania st sl from New York with
1,959 passengers and crew on bosrd. The First World War had staried
the previous year. Warnings from the German authorits that they
would target the Lustania were publshed in newspapers in the USA
that very moming, Tragical, the warings were not heeded. It was.
widely belived that the Lusitania was too swit 3 sp to be caught
by German U-boats (submarines). However, at 2.10pm on Friday
the 7% of May 1915, as she sald past the Old Head of Kinsale in
County Cork, the Lusitania was stuck by a torpedo. t s fred from
2 German U-boat called the U-20, She sank nfess than 20 minutes
and 1,198 men, women and chidren were drowned. Captain Willam
Thomas Turner survived ater spending three hours in the cold water.

The Amercans were very angry a the snking of the Lustania.
It was one of thereasons why they declared war on Germany in 1917

The wreck of the Lusitania ws discovered 50 metres under the sea
in 1935, The wreck has been properly expored since the 1980s and 2.
number of tems have been recovered.
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1 Why do you think many people ar sl fascinated by th sinking of the Titanic?

2 What do you think s the great attraction o fixding and exporing shipwrecks?
‘What dangersdo dives face when they go deep-sea diving?

3 Shiparecks are the graveyards of hose who drowned in them. Should they be
Teftuntouched out of respect or shouid the bodies be buried on land? Disuss.

0 D

1 What shp-buiding company buit the Ttaric in Belfast?
2 On what date did the Titanic snk?

3 Name the scientsts who located the wreck of the Titanic
4 How can the Titanic b reached?

5 How was the Mary Rose descrbed when she was buit?
s

7

s

‘What famous king walched from the shore as she sank?
I whtyear was the Aary Rose finaly fed to the surface?
What nickname was given to the Lustania?
9 What happened to the Lustania in May 19157
10 Near what lrish headiand i the wreck of the Lusitania?

Paint a picture of  saing ship sitting wrecked on the sandy seabed. The masts are
broken and treasures e scattered on the seafloor.
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FAMOUS SHIPWRECKS

Complete the sentences,insertng th ships name and the date on which she sank.

100, King Henry Vil watched whilethe —____ sank with
700 crew on board
200 the it an iceberg and sank on her maiden voyage.

3 The — was hit by a torpedo near Kinsale on —_and
sank n about 20 minutes.

Renwite the following passage using words from the bos.

The Titanic s one of the most famous —_ of altime. The ship was
in Belfast Herowners —___ that she was unsinkable

She set out on her —_ voyage on the 10° of Aprl 1912. On ths voyage,

she hitan___ The iceberg —a hole 90 metres long in the
of the iner. Passengers for the bt

1517 of them were drowned. On the 15 of Api, the ‘nsinkable fip sar n the
watersof the —___ Ocean

)
Tt e s
treacherous rocks. The ship is badly damaged and the weather conditions are
s e e o et
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THE BISHOP
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Themme 9: We Are Called to Love and Seve the Church  Lesson 1: Exploring Our Diocese »
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‘Overthe years, many famous ships have
sunk i the seas and oceans of the world. The
remainsof these ships are called shipwrecks.
They are often full o fascinating treasures and
tel the story behind th sinking of the ship.
Hereare the storiesof some of the workd's
more famous shipwrecks.

The Titanic
The Titanic s probably the mst famous
shipwreck of all tme. The Titanic was a huge
passenger line (hip) that was buit in Befast
in 1911, It was owned by the White Star Line
and was built by the Harand and Wolf ship
bulding company in Belfst. The argest lner in
the workd st the time, it had 2 gym, swimming.
pool,squash court and Turish baths, Her
owners clmed thatthe iner was unsinkable.

On the 10" of Aprl 1912, the Titanicset
out o her maiden (frs) voyage with 2.223
passengers and crew on board. Tragedy struck
only a few days later. At 1.40pm on the 14"
of Apr,
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the ship's lookout ang the bell
three times and called ot lceberg
right ahead’ However, i was too
Jate o avoid 2 colison and the
Jagsed edge ofthe iceberg ipped
ahole over 90 metres ong inthe
hull(ain body) o the iner As it
was thought tht the Ttanic was
unsinkabie, there were not enough
Veboats for all the passengers on
board. Passengers crambled for
the Ifeboats but there was ot
enough room on them to hold all
the terfed people trying to escape.
Women and chicren were allowed
on first.

At 220am o the 15* of Aprl, the Ttanic sark beneath
the freezing waves of the North Atiantic Ocean. A total
of 1,517 people drowned in the tragedy.

In September 1985, the surken wreck of the Ttanic
was finally located just over 700 km southeast of
Newfoundiand, Canada. The team of scentists that
located the wreck was led by Captain Jean-Louis Michel
and Dr Robert Balard. The ship was lying about 4,000
metres deep i the ocean, and had broken into two
parts. The bow (front was amost intact. However, the
stem (back) was very badly damaged and lay about 600
metres away. Since then, several expedifions have been
made tothe st of the wreck. tesfar too deep i the
ocean for scuba dvers or dayight to reach. Therefore, it
can only be reached in an MIR submersible, which i ke
a small submarine. Thousands of fasinating tems have
been recovered from the wreck and have been on view
to the publi in exhibitons.

FACT BOX

Atthe lunch of the
Ttnic, the organsers
fied the shp's 12 red
e, Unfortunatly
they never replaced
these warmng faes
When the Tianic hit
the echer, there
wereonly 12 whie
lres on bowrd. Whie
lares were uied

a5 nonemergeney
Sgnas between ship.
The captinof the
Caliomian, wheh was
saling by, scng.
only whie flvs,(aded
to eale that he
Titanic needed hep
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The Mary Rose
The Mary Rose was a Tudor warship. Buit between 1509 and 1511, she was
described at the time as the faiest flower of all the ships that ever saied. The
Mary Rose was the firstship to have guns along the sles in gun ports and she was
the pride of the Englsh fleet.
On the 19° of uy 1545, King Henry
Vill went o the south coast of England
to proudly watch the Mary Rose sai
into batie againstthe French. His oy
did not st fong, The shp, ater 33
years i serice, had hardly set sai when
TR
happened but some say tha a squall
(gusb of wind blew it low inthe water,
allowing waler to ente the gun ports
There were 700 crew members on board and t esst 90 hesvy guns on deck. Some
experts believe tha thre were too many crew on board and
that this, coupled withthe heavy guns, made the ship unstable
Lessthan 40 crew members survived
Ater sinking, the Mary Rose setied ito siltGand)
o the seabed. This helped keep the wreck intact
10 the 19605, the fist rel effort was made by an
Fistorian named Alexander MeKee to locate and
Study the wreck. After ts discovery and many dves
to:study i, 2 decsion was eventually made to salvage
(recoven) the wreck. It was a defcae operation as the
ship had lain beneath the waves for over 400 years
Finaly, watched by neary 60 millon viewers on lve
teleison, the Mary Rose was bfted to the surface
in 1982, Many years were then spent treating and
diying out the sodden timbers of the ship. It was
finaly put on view to vistors i the Mary Rose
Maseu in Portsmouth's historic dockyard,
where it can be seen today.
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