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Greetings from 6th Class ...
Welcome to our Christmas newsletter. Since September, we’ve 

worked very hard in 6th Class. This newsletter details some of 

our favourite aspects of the term, outlines some of our interests 

and you can even enjoy some recipes, puzzles and lots more. 

Highlights from this term for us were; Christmas art, dressing 

up for Halloween and Jersey Day, our Stopmotion projects, 

participating in the pumpkin competition, running our class 

marathon and going on a local walk around Leixlip. We were 

also delighted that the Student Council acquired mirrors for the 

senior class bathrooms. 

 We are thrilled to be back in school this term and we look 

forward to celebrating our Confirmation in the new year.  

 We hope you enjoy our newsletter. 

Nollaig Shona ó Rang a Sé 



        COVID is affecting our school school greatly. Some examples include:
    - In class we stay 1 meter apart 

    - We use hand sanitiser coming in and leaving 
    - Teachers have to wear masks 

    - We limit our contacts out on yard and in class 
    - We can’t mix with other classes 
    - The yards are split into sections 

    - Events are cancelled leaving many disappointed 
Even though this is happening we are trying to keep positive. The school is doing a 

great job of keeping us safe and healthy.

     
        

Covid Procedures in our 
Class

What is Covid?
           Have you ever wanted to know how COVID happened?
COVID is a virus that started in China and now it has spread

across the world. It is reported that the virus was caused by bats. The virus 
has caused Ireland and other countries to go into lockdown.

At the time of writing Ireland is at level three, people have to wear masks
when entering a shop and if they don't, some shops might make
you pay a fine. Also, hand sanitiser has now become something 

we use in our everyday lives. Many hope that we can find a vaccine 
before the year ends. 

By Chloe & Erin 

The Student Council 
Every year here in Scoil Mhuire we have a Student Council. This year our 

Chairperson is Isabelle and our Vice Chairperson is Ailbhe. They work hard leading 

the Student Council. Our Treasurer is Vincent. He keeps track of the student 

expenses. I’m the Secretary for the council. I take down the important notes for the 

meetings. Most years we have representatives from every class from 3rd class up, 

but sadly this year because of COVID we can only have reps. from 4th class. Our 

reps. from 4th class are Jamie and Samanvitha. The Officers were elected by process 

of writing an application letter about our ideas and being interviewed, whereas 

reps. were elected by their classmates. A few things we’ve achieved so far as the 

Student Council is; restart junior games as well as table tennis, we organised and 

judged a poster competition and purchased mirrors for the bathrooms in the senior 

classrooms. I have really enjoyed being a member of the Student Council this year.

 By Caoimhe 



It's beginning to look 
a lot like Christmas ... 

Since November we have been preparing for Christmas. The classrooms and 
hallways are filled with Christmas decorations. Outside our school we have a 
nativity scene. We have been making Christmas art and singing Christmas 
songs.

A few weeks ago we learned the song 'Somewhere Only We Know'. Our 
teacher recorded us singing it and she will put it up on the website soon. 
Also six or seven of our class are singing O Holy Night. Just a few days ago we 
all split into groups and all played 'Carol of the Bells' with handbells. Ms O’ 
Mara recorded us and even made bloopers of Carol of the Bells and might 
post it on the website as well.

We have started decorating our walls with Christmas and winter art. In our 
class we have made candy canes out of oil pastels, 3D snowflakes from paper, 
winter scenes, Christmas wreaths and we painted gingerbread houses.

This year our class all got different lines from How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas and we had to draw a picture explaining what each of us read. Our 
teacher recorded that as well for the website.

Our class have learnt a poem called White Noise. We have recorded us saying 
it.

Since we aren’t doing Christmas plays this year, the whole school took part in 
making the scene of baby Jesus lying in the manger. The two sixth classes 
drew everything and Pat cut out and varnished everything. Every class 
painted at least one thing and fourth class also put out the hay.
BY CARA & CIARA



Cars
1. Citroen C3, 41,861km, €12,800. Mint green, fully functional airbags and a joyous 
ride.

2. Citroen Space Tourer, €20,900, 54,343km, perfect family car, 7 seats and a 181, 
red.

3. Hyundai i30, €18,800, 18,357km, 1.6 diesel, red, 5 seats. 

4. Mercedes C-Class €25,300 (A steal) 69,097km, silver, 2.1 diesel and 2 doors.

5. Nissan Qushqai, €20,900, 7,480km, 191, 1.2 petrol, gray.

6. Jaguar E-type, €58,950, 88,512km, 5.3 straight, 6 petrol, Tax €56, Cream.

7. Ford Mustang, €24,500, twin turbo V8, full body and interior restoration, 
midnight green, 1967.

8. Porsche 356, €39,900, 2,414km, 1.6 petrol, black, Tax €56, red interior.

9. Chevrolet Corvette, €24,000, 7.4 V8 petrol, racing green, 94,800km, tan 
interior. 

Contact Tom & Vincent if interested ... 

Deals to be 
found ... 



Tennis

Tennis is a racket sport that can be played with a single opponent or 
between two teams or two players. You can play on your own too. 
Tennis is a fun sport you can play with family and friends!

Equipment required: Balls, rackets, nets and white soles on your shoes 
if on tennis court

Team members: Singles or doubles (you can play on your own to 
practise hitting the ball)

Tennis rules:
A ball can’t bounce twice or land outside the box.
Players/teams cannot touch the net 

                                                      OUR TENNIS CLUB

Come join our Leixlip Tennis Club in the Amenities. (Eights and up)

The best tennis rackets to use in tennis are the Wilson rackets. 
Second best is probably Prince. Other rackets are good too. As long as 
you have a racket, you can play!

Enjoy your time playing tennis. And please join the Leixlip Tennis 
Club!!!!!!

By Amelia

Tennis ... 



Right now, the GAA is really 
interesting with the All Ireland 
coming up. In the football, it’s 
Mayo vs Dublin. It’s been about 
60 years since Mayo has won 
an all Ireland. Who am I up for? 
Mayo because I’m from there, 
sort of. In the hurling, it’s 
Limerick and Waterford, I want 
Waterford to win because 
Limerick have won recently. 

This year GAA is different because of 
COVID-19. For 2020, the winner of the 
provinces went into the semi-finals. In 
football, the winner of Ulster was Cavan, 
the winner of Connacht was Mayo, the 
winner of Munster was Tipperary and 
the winner of Leinster was Dublin again.

In our local GAA club we have a new 
senior manager Enda Murphy. The old 
one was Eoin Dunne. Enda is a former 
Kildare goalkeeper. Also Tommy Moolick 
and John Doran retired from the Kildare 
panels. John plays hurling and Tommy 
plays football.

In the Premier League, Sheffield United are 
having a very bad start to the season. Chris 
Wilder might be getting the sack! On the other 
hand, it is very close at the top of the table with 
Liverpool, Chelsea, Manchester City, 
Manchester United and Spurs. Spurs are 
looking really good this season with Harry Kane 
and Heung Min Son on fire. However, my team 
Arsenal are currently 15th at the time of writing.
In the Champions League it is very exciting. 
Real Madrid nearly dropped to the Europa 
League, but they beat Monchengladbach 2-0 
with 2 goals from Karim Benzema. Manchester 
United have dropped to the Europa League 
after failing to beat RB Leipzig. Liverpool and 
Manchester City have both qualified for the 
next round of the Champions League.

SOCCER RECAP ... 

Sport Update ... 
GAA 

Reporter: Seán F.

Reporter: 
 James G. 



Homemad� apple and blackberry pie

For the filling:
350g of cooking apples, peeled 
and cored 
150g of blackberries
45g of sugar 
2 tsp of cinnamon 
1 tsp of nutmeg 
2 tbs of lemon juice 
 
For the pastry:
200g of flour
50g of caster sugar 
150g of softened butter
1 egg
1 tbs of lemon zest 
1 tsp of cinnamon 
1 tsp of nutmeg
A splash of Milk (if needed)

Extra: (optional)
Whipped cream 
Powdered sugar 
Ice cream of choice 

• Method:
• Sift the flour into a large bowl.
• Add the butter and mix until the mixture looks 
like breadcrumbs.
• Next, crack the egg and add the sugar. Whisk 
until well combined.
• Then just put in the lemon zest, cinnamon and 
nutmeg (and milk if needed) and mix.
• After that, into a large pot, sauté the apples 
until they are nice and soft.
• Next, take it off the heat and add in the 
blackberries, sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg and lemon 
juice. Mix.
• Then take out half of the pastry mix and on a 
floured surface, roll out the dough with a rolling 
pin or bottle. Make sure to also flour the rolling 
pin.
• When rolled out, place it on a pie tray and press 
down on all the edges to make sure there are no 
air pockets underneath it.
• Then roll out the other half.
• Take the filling for the pie that we made earlier 
and pour it into the pie tray lined with dough.
• Then with the dough that you have rolled out, 
place it on top of the pie. Cut off the excess 
dough.
• Place the pie into the oven (180°) for 35-45 
minutes.
• Then cool it for a while until it’s not too hot to 
eat.
• Enjoy with some whipped cream/ice cream and 
add some powdered sugar if you like!

Instructions:
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

This mouth watering desert will have you and your family gobbling it up in 
no time, so make sure to double or even triple the recipe if needed! 

Cooking with 
Sasha & Alina



INGREDIENTS
125g of softened butter
1 beaten egg
250g of plain flour
125g sugar
1 tsp of vanilla
1 tsp of baking powder
A pinch of salt
Various colours of icing
A mix of different shapes of sprinkles 

UTENSILS 
A wooden spoon
A mixing bowl
An electric mixer
Cookie cutters
Rolling pin 
Trays

C h r i s tma s  C o o k i e s

I n s t r u c t i o n s
•  Firstly preheat the oven to 170C fan/ 5 gas. 
• Cream the butter and the sugar until pale and 
fluffy, then beat the beaten egg and vanilla into 
the mixture.
• Next add the flour until a soft dough forms. 
• Then sprinkle a thin layer of flour onto your 
surface. 
• Put your dough onto your surface and roll it 
out with your rolling pin. 
• Get your cookie cutters and press out shapes 
until you have no dough left. 
• Take out your trays and sprinkle flour on top.
•  Put the cut cookies on the tray 2/3 inches 
apart.
• Put them in the oven for around 8-14 minutes 
until the edges turn lightly golden in colour. 
• After, take them out of the oven and leave 
them to cool on wire tray for 10 mins before 
decorating. 
• After ten minutes, put them onto a plate and 
take out your icing and sprinkles. 
• Decorate them as you like and make them as 
colourful as you want. 
• When they're finished, put them on a plate 
and share them with your family!

Do you like Christmas cookies? Then keep on reading because 

this is the recipe just for you. We are going to teach you how 

to make reindeer,Christmas tree and snowman cookies with 

delicious icing and colourful sprinkles!!

with Michelle & 
Isabelle



Halloween Activities in Leixlip

Stopmotions are when you take a series 
of pictures and join them together to 
make a video. If you want to make a 
stopmotion you will need: toys or Lego 
or cars and then think of something 
that you can make that toy or thing do. 
For example, get your choice of toy or 
thing and move it a small amount  and 
take a picture every time you move it. 
Make sure your camera stays in the 
same place, so try and make a stand so 
your camera doesn’t move. By camera I 
mean your phone or iPad.    Download 
the 'StopMotion' app and try to make 
one. My class and I made some 
stopmotions. My group made ours 
based on 'Among Us' and the other one 
my group made was a fork lift lifting 
trees off a tractor.

By Aaron

We had a pumpkin decorating competition. We got a prize for some of our 
designs in Ms. O'Mara's class. The pumpkins were on display outside the 
school. It looked fabulous. 

Our class also went on a nice walk through the village. We visited the 
insect hotel, the church and we walked down by the river.  Our teacher 
took photos. We also stopped by the fairy garden and Squirrel Wood. Our 
class saw some squirrels. There were lots of leaves and it was very pretty. 
It was long walk, but we liked it.
 
By Seán D., Calum & Jessica 

Stopmotions ...



NATIVE AMERICANS

There are as many as 
700 Native languages in 
Central and South 
America. Di�erent 
Native tribes wear 
di�erent clothes and 
headdresses.

According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, there 
are about 4.5 million 
Native Americans and 
Alaska Natives in the 
United States today.

Native Americans are also 
known as American 
Indians, First Americans, 
Indigenous Americans 
and  the indigenous 
peoples of the United 
States.

The 16th century saw the 
first contact between Native 
Americans and European 
explorers and settlers. One 
of the first major contacts, in 
what would be called the 
American Deep South, 
occurred when the 
conquistador Juan Ponce de 
León landed in La Florida in 
April 1513.

The first people to live in North America were the Native Americans.
Over 15,000 years ago, they travelled on foot from Asia to North America.

The Native Americans spread right across America and formed into di�erent groups called 
tribes; The Arctic Tribes, Northwest Coast Tribes, California Tribes, Southwest Tribes, Eastern 

Woodland Tribes and Plains Tribes.
The clothes of the Native Americans were made of animal skins.
The Native Americans ate corn, meat, fruit, nuts and wild plants.

The Teepee, Longhouse, Wigwam and the Chickee were the 
Native American homes. They were made of wood, skin and straw.

The Native Americans played Lacrosse. It was a popular game.
They would use a wooden stick with a net at the end, which they used to catch and throw the 

ball.

Fun Facts ...

By James S. & 
Merveille 



MICHELANGELO 

LE PIETA

Michelangelo di Lodo Buonarroti Simoni, 

known best as simply Michelangelo, was an 

Italian sculptor, painter, architect and poet 

of the high Renaissance, who greatly 

influenced the development of Western art.

Michelangelo was born on March 6, 1475. He 

died on February 18, 1564

Michelangelo Buonarroti was born in 

Caprese, Italy. He was still young when his 

family moved to Florence where 

Michelangelo grew up. His mother died when 

he was only six years old.

By Gabriel

Michelangelo’s talents became 

apparent as he worked for Ghirlandaio. 

Within a year or so he was sent to the 

powerful Medici family to continue 

training under a sculptor. He was able 

to work with some of the finest artists 

and philosophers of the time.

 

Training to be an artist

Growing up in Florence during the Italian 

Renaissance was the perfect environment for 

young Michelangelo. Even as a child all he 

wanted to do was paint and be an artist. His 

father, a local government official, wanted 

Michelangelo to go to school, but he had little 

interest in school. At the age of thirteen he 

was apprenticed to Domenico Ghirlandaio, a 

painter and artist.

In 1496 Michelangelo moved to Rome. A 

year later he received a commission to 

make a sculpture called the Pieta. It 

became one of the masterpieces of 

Renaissance art. The sculpture shows 

Jesus after he was crucified lying on the 

lap of his mother Mary. Today this 

sculpture sits in St. Peter’s basilica in the 

Vatican



  DAILY FARMING REPORT

Beef prices are not too good this month. Bulls are dropping 
down a bit and the weekly kill number is dropping down as 
well. The prices of heifers are €3.91 per kg or 5.14 cent per 
kilo. The prices of cows are €2.99 per kg or 13.12 cent per 
kilo. Young bulls are going for €3.69 per kg or 6.49 cent per 
kilo. Steers are going for €3.85 per kg or 4.38 cent per kilo. 
Bulls are going for €2.82 per kg or 3.34 cent per kilo which is 
also reducing. Ireland cannot find another market for 
270,000t of beef in the near future. Increase in cattle 
numbers brought forward, as farmers return to ringside. 
Factories remain hungry, as supplies continue to tighten.

BEEF COWS
By Thomas



THE 
BREADWINNER

The movie “The Breadwinner” has won over 4 different 
awards for its success. I would rate it a 5 star movie, and 
I will tell you why...
This movie is set in 2001 in Kabul, Afghanistan, during 
the war. It is about an eleven old girl named Parvana 
who lived with her family of 6 in Kabul. At the time 
women were only allowed outside their house if they 
were with a man. Parvana had only one baby brother. 
Her father let her out of the house to help him sell items 
so he could get money for his family. He needed 
someone to help him sell his goods so he chose Parvana 
to help. Many people passed by and said many horrible 
things about the girl day after day. Girls were forbidden 
to learn anything. In the afternoon he told stories to his 
daughters and baby son, so they too could get an 
education.
As it was illegal for parents to teach their daughters, the 
father hid a book, so no one but his family could find 
out he was educating his children. One day the book 
was found and the father was imprisoned. Their mother
tried to get him out, but put herself at risk by doing so. 
To get money for her family, Parvana cuts her hair and 
dresses like a boy and becomes the breadwinner for her 
family. 
This movie includes alot of violence from the war in 
Kabul so this movie was rated 12s. This movie is very 
dramatic and heartbreaking at times and sometimes 
heartwarming too. Parvana meets many friends old and 
new. There are many famous people connected with 
movie such as Angelina Jolie. This movie was made by 
the award winning Irish company Cartoon Saloon who 
have made many other amazing movies and series such 
as “Song of the Sea”, "The Book of Kells”, "Puffin Rock” 
and their new Irish based movie “Wolf Walkers”. Their 
brilliant movies are for young and old and one of their 
animators is Tomm Moore who directed some movies 
as well. That is why I rate this movie 5 stars!

By Lilly 



Comic Strips ...

By Miguel 



Christmas Puzzles 

By Harry 



By Aoibhe



MERRY
CHRISTMAS

W i s h i n g  y o u  a l l  a  v e r y

from all in Ms. O'Mara's 6th Class


