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‘Charlotte laughed so hard her web began o sway.

*What did I do wrong?” asked the pig, when he recovered
from his bump.

“Nothing, said Charlotte. ‘It was a nice try”

I think Il ry again,” said Wilbur, cheerfully. ‘T believe
what [ need is alite piece of string t0 hold me.’

‘The pig walked out to his yard. You there, Templeton?”
he called. The rat poked his head out from under the trough.

sked Wilbur.

ot a litle piece of string T could borrow?
“Ineed it o spin a web.’
*Yes, indeed,’ replied Templeton, who saved string.
“No trouble at al. Anything to oblige.” He crept down into
his hole, pushed the goose cgg out of the way, and returned
with an old piece of dirty white string. Wilbur examined i.
“Thats just the thing,’ he said. “Tie one end to my tal,
will you, Templeton?*
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‘Wilbur crouched low, with his thin, curly tail towards
the rat. Templeton seized the string, passed it round the end
of the pig’s tail, and tied two half hitches. Charlotte watched in
delight. Like Fern, she was truly fond of Wilbur, whose smelly
pen and stale food attracted the fles that she needed, and she
was proud to see that he was not a quitter and was willing t

try again to spin a web,

While the rat and the spider and the lite girl watched,
‘Wilbur climbed again to the top of the manure pile, full of
energy and hope.

“Everybody watch!" he cried. And summoning all his
strength, he threw himself into the air, head-first.
railed behind him. But as he had neglected to fus
end to anything, it didn't really do any good, and Wilbur
landed with a thud, crushed and hurt. Tears came to his eyes
Templeton grinned. Charlotte just sat quiely. After a bit
she spoke.
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“You can't spin a web, Wilbu, and I advise you 1o put
the idea out of your mind. You lack two things needed for
spinning a web."

“What are they?” asked Wilbur, sadly.

“You lack a set of spinnerets, and you lack know-how.

But cheer up, you don’t need a web. Zuckerman supplies
sou with three big meals a day. Why should you worry
about trapping food?*

‘Wilbur sighed. ‘You're ever so much cleverer and brighter
than I am, Charlotte. T guess T was just trying to show off.
Serves me right”

fempleton untied his string and took it back to his home.
Charlotte returned to her weaving.

“You needn't feel too badly, Wilbur she said. *Not many
creatures can spin webs. Even men aren't as good at it s
spiders, athough they ik they're pretty good, and theyll ry
anything. Did you ever hear of the Queensborough Bridge?"
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Wilbur shook his head. s it 1 web?”
“Sort of? replicd Charlotte. ‘But do you know how long it
took men to build it? Eight whole years. My goodness, T would
have starved to death waiting that long. I can make a web in

single evening”

“What do people catch in the Queensborough Bridge -
bugs?” asked Wilbur.

*No/ said Charlotte. “They don't catch anything. They just
Keep trouting back and forth across the bridge thinking there is
Something better on the other side. If they'd hang head-down
atthe top of the thing and wait quietly, maybe something good
would come along. But no — with men i’ rush, rush, rush,
every minute. I'm glad I'm a sedentary spider.”

“What does sedentary mean?” asked Wilbur.

*Means I st til a good part of the time and don't go
wandering all over creation. I know a good thing when I sec
i, and my web is a good thing. I stay pur and wait for what
comes. Gives me a chance to think.”
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“Well, I'm sort of sedentary myself,  guess, said the pig.
“I have to hang around here whether I want to or nor.
You know where I'd relly like to be this evening?”
“Where?
In & forest looking for beech nuts and truffles and
delectable roots, pushing leave:
strong nose, searching and sniffing along the ground,
smelling, smelling, smelling ...

side with my wonderful

‘You smell just the way you are; remarked a lamb who had
just walked in. T can smell you from here. You're the smelliest
creature in the place.”

‘Wilbur hung his head. His eyes grew wet with tears.
Charlotte noiced his embarrassment and she spoke sharply to
the lamb.
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“Let Wilbur alonel” she said.
“He has a perect right o smell
considering his surroundings.
You're no bundle of seet peas
yourself Furthermore, you are E
ierrupting a very pleasant
conversation. What were we tlking
about, Wilbur, when we were 5o
Fudely inerrupted?”

<O, T don't remember? said
Wilbur. It doesnt make any
difference. Lets not talk any more
for a while, Charlote. Im geting slcpy. You go ahead and
Fnish ixing your web and I just i here and watch you.
165 a lovely evening.” Wilbur seretched out on his side and
sighed a long sigh.
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Twilight settled over Zuckes

nan's barn, and a fecling of
peace. Fern knew it was almost suppertime but she couldn't
bear to leave. Swallows passed on silent wings, in and out of
the doorways, bringing food to their young ones. From across
the road a bird sang ‘Whippoorwill, whippoorwill? Lurvy sat
down under an apple tree and lit his pipe: the animals sniffed

the familiar smell of strong tobacco. Wilbur heard the trill
of the tree toad and the occasional slamming of the kitchen
door. All these sounds made him comfortable and happy, for
he loved life and loved to be a part of the world on a summer
evening. But as he lay there he remembered what the old sheep
had told him. The thought of death came to him and he began
o tremble with fear.

“Charlotte?” he said, softly
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“Yes, Wilbur?"

I don't wan 1o die.”

*Of course you dom't said Charloue in a comforting voice.

“Ljustlove it here in the barn, said Wilbur. L love:
everything abou this place.”

*Of course you do; said Charlotte. ‘We all do.”

The goose appeared, followed by her seven goslings. They
thrust their ltdle necks out and kept up a musical whistling,
like a tiny troupe of pipers. Wilbur istened (o the sound with
love in his heart

“Charlote?” he said.

“Yes?” said the spider.

“Were you serious when you promised you would keep them
from killing me?

I was never more serious in my life. I am not going to let
you dic, Wilbur."

“How are you going t save me?" asked Wilbur, whose
curiosity was very strong on this point.

“Well? said Charlotte, vaguely, ‘T don'treally know. But P'm
working on a plan.’

Pt 155 e Famion 1553
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From the Spider to the Fly

“Will you walk into my parlour?” said the Spider to the Fly,
“"is the pretiest it parlour that ever you did spy.

‘The way into my parlour s up a winding sair,

And I have 8 many curious things

o show when you are there.”

“Oh no, no” said the ltc Fy, “0 ask me i i vain,

For who goes up your winding sair

can neer come down again.”

“I'm sure you must be weary, dear, with soaring up 5o high;
Will you rest upon my litle bed?” aid the Spider o the Fly.
“There ae preuty curtains drawn around;

the shats are fine and thin,

And i youlike (0 rest awhie, Il saugly tuck you inl”

“Oh 1o, no” sid the e Fiy, “for I've often heard i said,
They never, never wake again, who slecp upon your bed!

Said the cunning Spider 1o the Fly, “Dear friend what can 1 do;
To prove the warm affcction I've aways flt fo you?

Thave within my pantry, good store of all that’s nicc;
Tim sure you'se very welcome - will you please o take a slice?”
“Oh no, no” said the e Fy, “kind sir,that cannot be,
I've heard what' in your pantry, and I do not wish to see!”

“Sweet creaturel” said the Spider, “youre witty and you're wise,
‘How handsome are your gauzy wings, how bellant are your eyes!
Tve itk looking-gass upon my parlour shelf,
Ifyoud sep in one moment, dear, you shall behold yourself.”
“I thank you, gentle sir” she said, “for what you're pleased t0 say,
‘And bidding you good morning now, Il cll ancther day.™

Mary Hosits
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[0 Lets chat

Why do spiders spn webs? How do they catc thei prey?
How can they walk on the web? Name some animals that
e on a farm. Name some bis that v on a farm,

As 1 read the story | et sorryfor

@ seck and se
1 How does a pidr's web gettom every day?

2 How many sections does a spider’s eg have?

3 What did Wibur ask the rat for?

4 What was the rat's rame?

5 Howlong 4d I ake men o buld the Queenborough Brdge?  __

6 How many gosings had the goose?

1 How do we know that a web s not as deicate as it looks?

2 Why do you think that Fer chuckled softy?
3 How do we know that Wilbur was a determined character?
4 What sentence tellsus that Wilbur did ot need a web?

5 In what way did Wilbur think tha he was vry ke Chariote?
6 How do we know tht the swallows moved quity?

Wibur was 10 good atspiing a web. Rewrite the following sentences replacing
lmmmmwwmzmmmmkwwml&m

1 smonalsa, pod musician.

2 The doctor gave the patent a ood examination.
3 Her wrting was very good.

4 Geting a draw inthe match was a good rest,

5 The secretary i very good at her ob.
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Watch your P
To change some words rom singuar form
1o plural form, use th followng rues

Words ending iny with  Words ending iny with  Words thatend i 0,5, x,
a consonant before the y: avowelbeforethe . ch orsh: just add es,

change y toes, st add 5, g box= boves.
eg fy = fes e donkey = onlays.

Rewrite the folowing sentences, changin the underined words o the plural form.
1 The boy worked nth ity 6 The dsh el te lomato

2 The hero saved the by 7 The fay i beind the dich
3 The piano played i the chuch, 8 The ady broke the slass,

4 The b contaned the potalo. 5 The f landed on the bush.

5 The amy dug the rench 10 The fox hid i the vlly

“The leters eh can have thvee diffsent sounds, e, Charkotte /sh/)
isa characte (/k/) who chuckies (/ch) at Wilbu trying o 5pin a web.
Arange the follwing words with ch into three groups according to theirsounds.

tchef  2ochestn 3 mechanc 4 couched 5 exch
Gchord 7 moustache 8 cheerful 9 school 10 ache

(O Fights offancy ] 3
Wit deamed o being ina frestlocking for beech s
and ruffesand delectabl oot . Wit about yourdream

destination. Where wouid it be? [

1 Spiders have seven diffrent parts o thei legs. o4
Find out how many parts there ae n a human leg.
2 Find the differences between spders and insects.
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Yosare muedoeicvos: Come Holy Spirit

=" Why we celobratsthe
Socromencof Confimaton  THE FAMILY OF THE CHURCH
= What happens during the Therearespecial times i every persors e For

- TheContrmanomecnd o o it e,

DI e oo Wb R o Ve e
e ot oo s 0ot b

[ e woros R

et baitn | S ol ot wheh o s

hels s grow closr o God and 1o develop @ decper
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Grace:The gt of God's ove
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thewoy Jesus showed us. One
ofthe woys groce comes 10 s
i hrough th socraments

Ol of Chrism The o that -
blessed by the iop on Holy
Thursdoy ond used during the
colbroron of Bapeism ond
Contiemation.

Veni Creato Spiitus:ALin
phrose meaning ‘Come Holy
Spie

Confirmation candidate: A
person who s celebratng thel
Confimation.

Look ot thepictures belowand s i you can name the
seven socrament of the Church.

THINK ABOUTIT ..

= What are your bess memarie ofyourcelebration of
thesocramens?

Confirmation name: A name.
chosen by a Confrmation
condidoteos asign thot they
are ready 0 begin o e 0.
newway

Confirmation sponsor:
Apersonchosenby s
Confirmation candidas to
supporchim o her i thotr
Jourmey o5 ollower of esus.

°

DI
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THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION
Ther o forpar 10 th e of Confirmarin.They ar.

1. Calling by name
te the Readings and the iy, each fthe condidres
s colld by nome and sked o sane. Theceebeont ies @
Shor ol about whot s 1o be confirmed

2 Renowal of baptismal promises
Thecondidots are asked 10 renew thei bapusmal
promses. Thes ar th promise therfales made on
el behaf when they were bopesed.They o nowold
enougihto moke tesepr

oy of sayngtha hey wont o confirm the promises
madeon hei ehalf o theeBopri,

of blesing, The Gospes il s that, folowing it
\rodton,Jesus loced s hands on people 5 asgn
essing o hking.The Act of the Aposie ls el us
that, oftr Pontecost,Petr and John i theiehands o
e newy bopised ollowers ofJesus ‘and they received
the Holy Spi (At 817,

those whom h s confimin (by extending i hods o,
them).This s s thet th it o the ol S s beng
aventothem. The celebran then soy 0 specil prayer o

4. Ancintng with chrism
Thecandidate go forward o e celabrant o b anoited
withth it of chrism. The celebront i his ight thumb.
Inthechrism and makes the sign o he cross o the
forshead o the condidate, saying,(Name, b seled wih
the Git of theHoly Spint. The celebrant thenofers the
newiy confirmed perion asignof peac.

Theme 8:The HolySpr | Lesson 3: Come Holy Spit a
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Imagine that you could
travel back in time to

Ireland in the 1950s. How Radio Programmes

different would your lfe be? In the 19505, raco progiamrmes ke the

Tne Fley Famiy
At Home

Life wos very difeent in a Homes 10 lon o ihase progrommes  wos
19505 home. Most houses cnl it he sorvice, Toas
did ot have a television Eraonn’, wos infioduced n 1962 that o
There were no washing

machines or microwaves.

Not every house had a

fridge. People had to shop

daily for their food. Why, do you think, was

this so? Clothes were washed using a wash

board and wrung out using a mangle. The

radio, or wireless, was a very important item

"
8
£
5
2
2
o

«
S

-

o

in a home. Each evening, peaple would listen
t0 radio programmes. Ask your parents or
your grandparents about the radio shows
that they might have listened to.
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Conmwnication

In the 1950s, there were few telephones, no
mobile phones and no computers. The people
who had telephones were usually doctors,
priests and the Gardai. Most other people
communicated by letter. There was post
twice a day. Telegrams were delivered by a
telegram boy who arrived on a bicycle. He
carried the telegrams in his leather satchel.

Transport,

Most families did not own a car in the 1950s.
People used their bicycles, and for longer
journeys they travelled by bus or by train.

Fashion

The clothes children wore in the 1950s were
different from the clothes that we wear
nowadays. In the summer, many boys wore
short trousers and a geansal (buttoned up

jumper) with a shirt undereath. Most of the
gils wore frocks. Some boys and girls wore
sandals on their feet but many. chidren
played in their bare feet. Children usually had
one pair of good shoes and they wore these
on special occasions

Mailboat

A moliboat was a ship thot
ared lefters and parces

well as passengers flom one

unty 1o another.

"
8
£
5
2
2
o

«
S

-

o
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Mousic and Enterfoiment
People’s taste in music changed in the
1950s. A new type of music became
very popular. This was called Rock
and Roll. Elvis Presley was one of the
first pop stars and young people
around the world loved his music.
There were no CDs, iPods or MP3
players. Music was played on record
players using viny! discs.

The cinema wos very popular. People
queued to go to the pictures’, or fcks’
as they called them. Films were in black
and white. Sometimes, a piano player
played in the cinema. During the
interval, a person walked up and down
the aisle with a torch selling snacks.

| ord st
Vinyl Discs
Tnese were black plastic dscs of fecords
which had grooves on both sides. A
fecord player hod G needie or a siyius
when
usi

Popular Films of the 1950s
The Bridge on he River Kwal (1957) and Ben-Hur (1
s s best pictures.
wos known os the master
Jo guesing 10 he very end. Strangers on o

fim or w 5 dlso very

n man named John Ford ma n
Hollywood with firms such as Rio Grande (1950), The Searchers.
(1956) and The Horse Solciers (1
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Study these two pictures of O'Connell Street, Dublin. What
hos changed over the years? What has stayed the same?

Edco Resources @
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L0 77 austion Tme

1 When was your home built?

2 How different is a 1950’ home to your home?

3 How did people communicate in the 1950s?

& List the diferent methods of transport we use today and
compare your list with those used in the 1950s

5 What was a telegram? How were telegrams delivered?

6 Describe the fashion in the 1950s.

7 How would you feel about wearing these clothes?

8 What music was popular in the 1950s?

9 Why, do you think, did people want to go
to the cinema?

Creative Time:
o

1 Imagine that you are a child fving in the 1950s.
Wite your diary entry

2 Design your own stamp that
might have been used in the 1950s.

3 Write a telegram to your [Seem
friends inviting them to your
birthday party. Remember to 11 )
use s few words as possible. e

Edco Resources ({3)
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bicycle
buses
Elvis
letter
mangle
pictures.
radio
telegram
geansai
wireless

1 Draw a picture of what you think O'Connell Street and O'Connell
Bridge looked like in 1900.

2 Interview relatives, neighbours or friends about their memories of
the 19505 and make  poster project with your findings.

in the 1950s.

Edco Resources ({3)
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Integration Projeet

Dr Seuss's The Cat in
the Hat' wos written
in 1957. Today,
children siill love this
fun book

Read this book or
other books by Dr
Seuss

Scrabble became a
popular game in the
1950s.

Organise your own
scrabble challenge in
school

PlysicallEdoccion

Hula hoops and
frisbees were popular
toys in the 1950s.

Organise your own
hula hoop or fisbee
‘competition.

Who can keep the
hula hoop or frishee
up the longest?

Cuireann do mhinteoir
rudaf 6 na caogaidi ar
an mbord. Féachann an
rang orthu agus ansin
dinann siad a suile.
Baineann an muinteoir
rud amhdin amach.
Osclaionn an rang a
sile agus déanann siad
iarracht cuimhneamh ar
an rud a baineadh
amach.

The money of 1950
4 farthings = 1 penny (@)
12 pence = 1 shiling (<)
5 shillngs = 1 crown (cr)
20 shillngs = 1 pound (&)
Answer the following:
24farthing:

50 pence

80 shillings

Investigate what
developments have
happened in your
Iocaliy since the 1950s.
What new homes have
been built? What
changes to streets have
been made such s path,
road and street surfac

Investigate what inside
your house would have
been like in the 19505
What had not et been
invented? Imagine a
home without
microwaves or
computer games
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Wilbur’s Boast

A spider’s web s stronger than it looks. Although it is made of

thin, delicate strands, the web i not casily broken. Hoy

day by the insecrs that kick around.
init, and a spider must rebuild it when it gets full of holes.
Charlotte liked 1o do her weaving during

e afternoon,
and Fern liked to sit near by and waich. One afternoon she
heard a most interesting conversation and witnessed
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“You have awfully hairy legs, Charlotte;” said Wilbur, as the
spider busily worked at her task.

‘My legs are hairy for @ good reason;’replied Charlotte.
*Furthermore, each leg of mine has seven sections - the coxa,
the trochanter, the femur, the patella, the tibis, the metatarsus,
and the tarsus.”

‘Wilbur sat bolt pright. ‘You're kidding, he said.

No, I'm not, either.”

ay those names again, I didn't catch them the first time.”
‘Coxa, trochanter, femus, patell, tibia, metatarsus, and.
oodness!” said Wilbus, looking down at his own chubby
legs. I do' think my legs have seven sections.’

“Well, said Charlote, ‘you and I lead different lives.

‘You don’t have to spin 2 web, That takes real leg-work.”

T could spin a web i I tried, said Wilbur, boasting.
“Dve just never ied.”

‘Lets sce you do ity said Charlotte. Fern chuckled softly,
and her eyes grew wide with love for the pis.
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*OK; replied Wilbur. “You coach me and I'll spin one.
Tt must be a lot of fun to spin a web. How do I start?”

“Take a deep breath?” said Charlotte, smiling. Wilbur
breathed deeply. “Now climb to the highest place you can get
0, like this.’ Charlot raced up to the t0p of the doorway.
Wilbur scrambled to the t0p of the manure pile.

*Very good!” said Charlotte. ‘Now make an attachment with
your spinnerets, hurl yourselfinto space, and let out a dragline
2 you go down!"

‘Wilbur hesitated a moment, then jumped out into the
air. He glanced hastily behind to sec if a picce of rope was
following him to check his fall, but nothing seemed to be
happening in his rear, and the next thing he knew he landed
with a thump. ‘Ocomp!” he grunted.




