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“Thats for you said Al
passing his sister the mouse.
Hattie looked at the dead
animal and sighed.
“Please, Al she said. ‘Do
something about the bird.
Alf picked up a tea towel,

and with one graceful flck,
threw it over the crow. Then
he jumped up on a chair and
‘grabbed the creature.
“Cardew!’ came a voice from
outside. The back door
from the garden opened and
che hotel's oldest guest,
Lord Craddock, stepped into the kitchen. “Where's that
mad chef, Cardew?” said Lord Craddock. He was supposed
0 bring me my coffec!”

“He's on the roof, sir,
said AIE

“What?'said Lord
Craddock, his mouth
hanging open under his
white moustache. ‘Again?”

Whenever anyone
insulted his cooking, the
hotel chef climbed up on
10 the hotel roof and stayed
there sulking, sometimes
for days on end.

*He's been up there
since breakfast, said Alf
“Someone complained that
their cgg was too runny.’
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Lord Craddock's eyes swivelled t© the towel in AL hands.
It was jumping about violently.

“Is that lunch under there?” asked the old man, noticing that
Hattie brandished a knife in one hand and held  dead mouse
in the other. ‘Can't we just have roast beef?” he said, looking
alitle concerned but not particularly surprised. ° hate
foreign food.”

T get your coffee organized, sir? said AIF. ‘Good boy, good
boy said Lord Craddock. ‘f 1 still had a regiment, you'd be
‘marked out as officer material”

Alfreleased the bird from the back door, and then grabbed
the kettl. He turned on the tap but nothing happened. ‘No
water, e said, shaking his head in disbelicf. He had forgotten
about the dispute the man with half a beard and the woman.
with the soapsuds were having with his father.

His siste stood warching him, scill clutching the dead
‘mouse. “Time me, Hattie,” Alf said, pushing his watch into her
empty hand.

He raced through reception, past the desk, up the stairs,
along the landing, then took another staircase up to the damp.
air of the unoccupied second floor. He pulled open a narrow
door and squeezed along dark shelves of mouldering bed linen
10 the steep steps that led 1o the loft. AIf pushed his hand into.

) 4
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the dark opening above his head and found the switch.
A naked bulb came on, then began flickering wildly.

He heard it fiz2 and expected it to pop at any moment.
Al climbed up, then moved carefully through stacks
of dusty magazines and old suitcases until he came o the

water nk. It was empty. Either the pump had jammed

or something was blocked. He stood back for a moment to
examine the plumbing, then kicked the largest of the copper
pipes. He heard a gurgle, a splutter, and the tank began o fll
‘Grinning, he moved back the way he had come, switched
off the light, closed the narrow door and bounded down the
stairs. He swung around the banisters on the first oo and
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thumped straight into the man with half a beard. The two
‘women were following him up the stairs to their rooms.

“Why don't you look where you are going?” the man snarled.

“Sorry;” AIf gasped. “But I fixed the water. I on again. You
don't have 0 go now!”

The man's face twisted in mockery.

*Listen, boy, this hotel is dangerous. If the chef hasn't
poisoned us already, he might fall off the roof and kill us.
Perhaps the screaming, knife-wielding maniac in the kitchen
will come after us. Or will we be electrocuted by the faulty.
wiring, or caten alive by mice?”

Alf smiled weakly. He didn’t know what to say. He slipped
‘past them and headed back to the kitchen to fill the ketde.
“Three minutes and a bit,” Hattie said, passing him the
watch. She held out the dead mouse. “Poor thing; she sniffed.
“Lets give it a decent funeral.
“Good idea;’ said AIf. “Three more guests are about (o leave.
We need something to cheer us up.

From Ms, by Ao g et
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1 got up lae for school todiay
And nearly missed the bus!

1 quickly threw baoks in my bag,
My pens, my lunch und shorts. >
Grabbed my coat from ot the cupboard,
Took my bat and bal for sports.

Then experty roed over,
Tomped back up and grabt
Ibelted out of our front door,
Spun round and swung it st
Sew the bus was waiting for me,
Lelc | had time to st

T climbed sboard

And knew that

My friends fel

And pointed with delight!

My face went red, T couldrt bresthe,
For i my haste ] kncw!

Td forgorten to wear trousers,

Jumper,shirt, my socks and shocs!

Gareh Lancaster
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My favourte moment n the story was.

1 What was the name o the hotel?
2 Where id the white-haied woman find the mouse?
3 What was AIfs ather's name?

4 What type of unform was Alf wearing?

5 What was perched on the high shelfinthe ktchen?

6 What dink did Lord Craddock want from the chef?

o e et s it

2 Why do you think Alf had hidden most of the bill in the hedge? ?
e At o b
e b e o
e i
ey

Rewrite the ollowing sentences using more appropriate words than ate.

=

suped pecked chewed nibbled devoured

1 The mouse on the piece of cheese

2 The hungry man. the dinner

3 The cow the cud foralong time

4 Theben at the crums on the ground. N
5 The boy. the soup from the bow.
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THE OLD FORGE HOTEL

(@ Watch your Ps and

A preposition shows the position of  noun n relation to something ese,
.. The clock was above the saircase. The car went under the bridge.

Rewite the following sentences using prepositons from the box
bak  down besde fom of under i

1 The man came thundering the hotel starcase.
2 Al father was hiding away s tiny workshop.

3 Alftook the drowned mouse the womars fingers.

& His sandy haie pushed out from His ound hat.

5 He headed o the kichen to il the kette

6 | boughta packet. crisps i the shop. my house.

(@ Sounds abound

Join the sylabls to make 12 words from the sory

G cep memt = | thn
PP — prob
n g b = | ban
eosuoon o= e
g gace ted un

dis

(@ Fights of fancy
Design a holday guide or brochure for the OId Forge Hotel. Incude: why you
should spend your holday ther, the hotel faiitis, what the rooms are k.
‘what there is to do there and details about the local area. (BT}

[0 Spark starters

1 Look up some hotesinyour local ares. What facikties do
they have? How are they promoted?
2 Research how water gets to te taps in your house or school.
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Confirmation candidate: A
person who s celebratng thel
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Look ot thepictures belowand s i you can name the
seven socrament of the Church.

THINK ABOUTIT ..

= What are your bess memarie ofyourcelebration of
thesocramens?

Confirmation name: A name.
chosen by a Confrmation
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newway
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THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION
Ther o forpar 10 th e of Confirmarin.They ar.

1. Calling by name
te the Readings and the iy, each fthe condidres
s colld by nome and sked o sane. Theceebeont ies @
Shor ol about whot s 1o be confirmed

2 Renowal of baptismal promises
Thecondidots are asked 10 renew thei bapusmal
promses. Thes ar th promise therfales made on
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enougihto moke tesepr

oy of sayngtha hey wont o confirm the promises
madeon hei ehalf o theeBopri,

of blesing, The Gospes il s that, folowing it
\rodton,Jesus loced s hands on people 5 asgn
essing o hking.The Act of the Aposie ls el us
that, oftr Pontecost,Petr and John i theiehands o
e newy bopised ollowers ofJesus ‘and they received
the Holy Spi (At 817,

those whom h s confimin (by extending i hods o,
them).This s s thet th it o the ol S s beng
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4. Ancintng with chrism
Thecandidate go forward o e celabrant o b anoited
withth it of chrism. The celebront i his ight thumb.
Inthechrism and makes the sign o he cross o the
forshead o the condidate, saying,(Name, b seled wih
the Git of theHoly Spint. The celebrant thenofers the
newiy confirmed perion asignof peac.

Theme 8:The HolySpr | Lesson 3: Come Holy Spit a
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Imagine that you could
travel back in time to

Ireland in the 1950s. How Radio Programmes

different would your lfe be? In the 19505, raco progiamrmes ke the

Tne Fley Famiy
At Home

Life wos very difeent in a Homes 10 lon o ihase progrommes  wos
19505 home. Most houses cnl it he sorvice, Toas
did ot have a television Eraonn’, wos infioduced n 1962 that o
There were no washing

machines or microwaves.

Not every house had a

fridge. People had to shop

daily for their food. Why, do you think, was

this so? Clothes were washed using a wash

board and wrung out using a mangle. The

radio, or wireless, was a very important item

"
8
£
5
2
2
o

«
S

-

o

in a home. Each evening, peaple would listen
t0 radio programmes. Ask your parents or
your grandparents about the radio shows
that they might have listened to.
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Conmwnication

In the 1950s, there were few telephones, no
mobile phones and no computers. The people
who had telephones were usually doctors,
priests and the Gardai. Most other people
communicated by letter. There was post
twice a day. Telegrams were delivered by a
telegram boy who arrived on a bicycle. He
carried the telegrams in his leather satchel.

Transport,

Most families did not own a car in the 1950s.
People used their bicycles, and for longer
journeys they travelled by bus or by train.

Fashion

The clothes children wore in the 1950s were
different from the clothes that we wear
nowadays. In the summer, many boys wore
short trousers and a geansal (buttoned up

jumper) with a shirt undereath. Most of the
gils wore frocks. Some boys and girls wore
sandals on their feet but many. chidren
played in their bare feet. Children usually had
one pair of good shoes and they wore these
on special occasions

Mailboat

A moliboat was a ship thot
ared lefters and parces

well as passengers flom one

unty 1o another.

"
8
£
5
2
2
o

«
S

-

o
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Mousic and Enterfoiment
People’s taste in music changed in the
1950s. A new type of music became
very popular. This was called Rock
and Roll. Elvis Presley was one of the
first pop stars and young people
around the world loved his music.
There were no CDs, iPods or MP3
players. Music was played on record
players using viny! discs.

The cinema wos very popular. People
queued to go to the pictures’, or fcks’
as they called them. Films were in black
and white. Sometimes, a piano player
played in the cinema. During the
interval, a person walked up and down
the aisle with a torch selling snacks.

| ord st
Vinyl Discs
Tnese were black plastic dscs of fecords
which had grooves on both sides. A
fecord player hod G needie or a siyius
when
usi

Popular Films of the 1950s
The Bridge on he River Kwal (1957) and Ben-Hur (1
s s best pictures.
wos known os the master
Jo guesing 10 he very end. Strangers on o

fim or w 5 dlso very

n man named John Ford ma n
Hollywood with firms such as Rio Grande (1950), The Searchers.
(1956) and The Horse Solciers (1
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Study these two pictures of O'Connell Street, Dublin. What
hos changed over the years? What has stayed the same?
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1 When was your home built?

2 How different is a 1950’ home to your home?

3 How did people communicate in the 1950s?

& List the diferent methods of transport we use today and
compare your list with those used in the 1950s

5 What was a telegram? How were telegrams delivered?

6 Describe the fashion in the 1950s.

7 How would you feel about wearing these clothes?

8 What music was popular in the 1950s?

9 Why, do you think, did people want to go
to the cinema?

Creative Time:
o

1 Imagine that you are a child fving in the 1950s.
Wite your diary entry

2 Design your own stamp that
might have been used in the 1950s.

3 Write a telegram to your [Seem
friends inviting them to your
birthday party. Remember to 11 )
use s few words as possible. e

Edco Resources ({3)
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bicycle
buses
Elvis
letter
mangle
pictures.
radio
telegram
geansai
wireless

1 Draw a picture of what you think O'Connell Street and O'Connell
Bridge looked like in 1900.

2 Interview relatives, neighbours or friends about their memories of
the 19505 and make  poster project with your findings.

in the 1950s.
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Integration Projeet

Dr Seuss's The Cat in
the Hat' wos written
in 1957. Today,
children siill love this
fun book

Read this book or
other books by Dr
Seuss

Scrabble became a
popular game in the
1950s.

Organise your own
scrabble challenge in
school

PlysicallEdoccion

Hula hoops and
frisbees were popular
toys in the 1950s.

Organise your own
hula hoop or fisbee
‘competition.

Who can keep the
hula hoop or frishee
up the longest?

Cuireann do mhinteoir
rudaf 6 na caogaidi ar
an mbord. Féachann an
rang orthu agus ansin
dinann siad a suile.
Baineann an muinteoir
rud amhdin amach.
Osclaionn an rang a
sile agus déanann siad
iarracht cuimhneamh ar
an rud a baineadh
amach.

The money of 1950
4 farthings = 1 penny (@)
12 pence = 1 shiling (<)
5 shillngs = 1 crown (cr)
20 shillngs = 1 pound (&)
Answer the following:
24farthing:

50 pence

80 shillings

Investigate what
developments have
happened in your
Iocaliy since the 1950s.
What new homes have
been built? What
changes to streets have
been made such s path,
road and street surfac

Investigate what inside
your house would have
been like in the 19505
What had not et been
invented? Imagine a
home without
microwaves or
computer games

3
£
H
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Afloves working at his family' hote, the OId Forge Hoel,
and would do anything o stop it from closing, However, it i
such a dump, even the rats ar leaving! Wil Al manzge
tosave the hotel?

A man with half a beard came thundering down the hotel
staircase clutching a bare razor, shouting at the top of his
voice. He wore just a towel and a face that suggested he
wanted to murder someone.

“Whois the idiot in charge here?” he yelled.
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“That would be my father; said Alf Picton, and pointed to
the reception desk.

His father was nowhere to be scen, and AIf knew he was
‘probably hiding away in his tiny workshop at the back of the
Old Forge Hotel.

Alf picked up the ltle bell and rang it.‘He should be along
shortly, he said. Alf looked at the clock above the staircase.
Thirty seconds was enough for his father to put down what
he was doing. In thirty seconds he would ring the bell again.

‘After twenty-seven seconds a young woman with her
hair full of soapsuds appeared at the boriom of the stairs.
She marched across to the desk and stood beside the man
with half a beard.

“This i just not good enoug
happened to the water?”

' she eried. "What has
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in a dressing gown joined
them. A mouse dangled
from her fingers.

“This place s infested
with vermin" she
announced. ‘I've just
found this in my bath.

Tom Picton emerged
from his workshop and
stwod nodding his head.
“T'm sorry, sit, madam,”
he said calmy. T will
attend o everything as

So0n as T can.” He was clutching the skeleton of a violin, an
antique instrument he was attempring (o restore.
“Looks like you've got plenty.
of time to fix that guitar, said
the man with half a beard.
“Ie’s a fiddle, said the
woman with soapy hair
L agree; said the man
halfa beard. ‘Shall we demand
arcfund?”
AL said his father,
pointing towards the old lads.
“Would you be so kind as to
ask your sister to dispose of
the deceased?”
Alf ook the drowned mouse from the woman's fingers.
The man with the half beard and the woman with the
shampoo hair stared at Alf's moth-bitten bellboy uniform.
‘The faded, light blue material was stained, the cuffs and
collar fraying. Here and there an unruly curl of his sandy hair
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pushed out from under the round hat perched at an angle
on his head.
“This place is disgraceful, said the man with half a beard.
AP father shrugged.
I’ a complete dump, said the woman with soapsuds in
her hair,
Al father nodded, as if he was agreeing with them.
“You should be ashamed of yourselves, said the
white-haired woman in the dressing gown.
“We are; said Tom Picton.
“We're leaving!” they announced at the same time.
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AIf couldn't let this happen. There were bills to pay, even
ifhe had hidden most of them in the hedge. No more guests
could be allowed t leave. He touched the edge of his tatty
bellboy hat in salute and scurried off towards the kitchen,

the mouse wrapped in his fingers.

AIPs siser, Hattie, was standing next to the dishwasher,
frozen to the spo, clutching a bread knife, the blade pointing
into the ir. Alflooked back o realize the kitchen door had not
closed behind him. The guests were sill staring, but this time
they seemed more interested in Hattie than in him.

“Therel” Hatte yelled, directing her brother's alert green
eyes o the wall opposits.

Up on a high shelf perched on an ancient, rusting tin
‘marked ‘cake decorations’, a big black crow peered down
at them. Tts beady stare was s full of contempr as the
guests in reception.





